Art and Design Curriculum Rationale
Art and Design provides pupils with opportunities to explore, experiment, create and express themselves through a wide range of artistic disciplines. Through drawing, painting, sculpture, craft and design, pupils develop creativity, technical skills and an appreciation of artistic achievement from different cultures, periods and traditions. The curriculum is carefully sequenced from Reception to Year 6 and is informed by the Kapow Art and Design scheme. Pupils revisit artistic disciplines throughout their primary education, developing increasing control, confidence and independence in the use of materials, techniques and artistic processes.
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, children begin to explore colour, texture, form and pattern through a wide range of creative experiences. They experiment with materials, develop mark-making skills and begin to talk about their own artwork and the work of others. In Key Stage 1, pupils develop foundational skills in drawing, painting, sculpture and craft. They learn to observe closely, represent their ideas visually and explore the work of artists and designers. In Lower Key Stage 2, pupils refine their technical skills and begin to use artistic techniques with greater control and purpose. They learn about a wider range of artists, cultures and artistic traditions whilst developing their own creative responses. In Upper Key Stage 2, pupils apply and combine artistic techniques with increasing independence. They evaluate artwork, develop personal styles and use artistic knowledge to communicate ideas, emotions and experiences.
Throughout the curriculum, pupils are encouraged to take creative risks, reflect upon their work and develop confidence as artists.
Artistic Disciplines
	Discipline
	Focus

	Drawing
	Line, shape, tone, texture, proportion and expression

	Painting & Mixed Media
	Colour, composition, paint application and artist study

	Sculpture & 3D
	Form, structure, modelling and construction

	Craft & Design
	Textiles, pattern, architecture, decorative arts and design processes

	Printing
	Pattern, repetition, layering and communication through printmaking



Art in Reception
Art is taught through Expressive Arts and Design and embedded within children's exploration, play and creative experiences. Children experiment with a range of materials, tools and techniques, developing confidence in expressing ideas and observations through drawing, painting, sculpture and craft. They talk about their creations and begin to use artistic vocabulary, supporting the EYFS Creating with Materials Early Learning Goal.
By the End of Reception Children Will Know

Drawing and Observation
· I can draw simple representations of things I see around me. 
· I can draw a simple face and identify facial features. 
· I can use observation to add detail to my drawings. 
Colour and Painting
· I know that mixing colours creates new colours. 
· I know that red and blue make purple. 
· I know that yellow and blue make green. 
· I know that red and yellow make orange. 
· I can choose colours to represent what I see. 
· I can use paint tools with care and control. 
Sculpture, Craft and Making
· I know that materials can be joined together. 
· I can explore different materials and their properties. 
· I can create models and artwork using a range of materials and techniques. 
Artists and Appreciation
· I know that artists create works of art. 
· I can talk about what I see in a piece of artwork. 
· I can talk about my own artwork and explain what I have created. 

EYFS to KS1 Progression
	EYFS Foundations
	KS1 Development

	Explore and experiment with materials
	Select materials for a purpose

	Draw simple representations from observation
	Develop observational drawing skills

	Explore colour mixing
	Apply colour purposefully in artwork

	Create using a range of materials
	Use artistic techniques with increasing control

	Talk about artwork
	Describe and evaluate artwork using artistic vocabulary

	Explore the work of artists
	Learn about artists, craftspeople and designers


Long Term Plan
	Year Group
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	EYFS
	Drawing: Marvellous Marks
	Painting & Mixed Media: Paint My World
	Sculpture & 3D / Craft & Design 
Creation Station & Let's Get Crafty

	Year 1
	Drawing: Exploring Line and Shape
Self Portraits
	Sculpture & 3D: Paper Play
Animal Art
	Painting & Mixed Media: Colour Splash
Colour Chaos

	Year 2
	Painting & Mixed Media: Life in colour
Sparks & Flames
	Drawing: Understanding Tone and Texture
Portraits
	Craft & Design
Famous Artists

	Year 3
	Painting & Mixed Media: Prehistoric Painting
Cave Art
	Craft & Design: Ancient Egyptian Scrolls
Egyptian Art
	Drawing: Developing Drawing Skills
Rainforest Art (Henri Rousseau & Andy Goldsworthy)

	Year 4
	Painting & Mixed Media: Light and Dark
European Art
	Drawing: Exploring Tone, Texture and Proportion
Portraits & Titanic Art
	Craft & Design: Fabric of Nature
Seascapes

	Year 5
	Sculpture & 3D
Ancient Greek Tiles
	Drawing: Depth, Emotion and Movement
Dreamtime Art
	Craft & Design: Architecture
Islamic Art

	Year 6
	Painting & Mixed Media: Artist Study
WW2 Art
	Printing
Printing
	Sculpture & 3D: Making Memories
Mayan Temple Design


Pupils revisit artistic disciplines throughout their primary education. Whilst not every discipline is taught every year, knowledge, skills and techniques are deliberately revisited and developed over time, ensuring progression from EYFS to Year 6.


Progression in Art:
Across all artistic disciplines, pupils progressively develop their ability to generate and refine ideas, use sketchbooks purposefully, apply artistic techniques, study artists and evaluate their own work and the work of others.
	Discipline
	EYFS/KS1
	LKS2
	UKS2

	Drawing
	Marks, line, shape and observation
	Tone, texture and proportion
	Expression, movement and personal style

	Painting & Mixed Media
	Colour exploration and mixing
	Composition and atmosphere
	Personal response and artist study

	Sculpture & 3D
	Constructing and joining materials
	Form, structure and modelling
	Installation and meaning

	Craft & Design
	Making and creating
	Cultural crafts and design processes
	Architecture, photography and design briefs

	Printing
	Explore pattern and mark making
	Develop printing techniques
	Use printmaking purposefully to communicate ideas





Vocabulary Progression
Art vocabulary is explicitly taught and revisited throughout the curriculum. Vocabulary is introduced progressively and applied through practical activities, discussion and evaluation of artwork. Pupils are encouraged to use increasingly sophisticated artistic language when describing, analysing and evaluating their own work and the work of others. This vocabulary is revisited through drawing, painting and mixed media, sculpture and 3D, craft and design, printing, artist study and evaluation. Pupils build upon prior learning each year, enabling them to discuss, create and evaluate artwork with increasing confidence and sophistication.
Tier 2 Artistic Vocabulary
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	artist
	line
	tone
	shading
	proportion
	perspective
	symbolism

	colour
	shape
	texture
	composition
	contrast
	expression
	interpretation

	mark-making
	pattern
	sketch
	foreground
	atmosphere
	movement
	critique

	paint
	primary colour
	secondary colour
	blend
	form
	scale
	intention

	draw
	mix
	observation
	structure
	relief
	architecture
	evaluate

	create
	sculpture
	design
	motif
	composition
	influence
	justify

	model
	join
	print
	culture
	texture
	personal style
	analyse

	artwork
	describe
	technique
	refine
	communicate
	response
	judgement



Assessment in Art and Design
Assessment is used to identify what pupils know, understand and can do as artists. Assessment focuses on both substantive knowledge (artistic concepts, techniques, processes and artists) and disciplinary knowledge (the skills involved in creating, evaluating and improving artwork). Teachers continually assess pupils' understanding through classroom practice and use assessment information to identify next steps in learning and support progression over time. Assessment recognises both the artistic process and the final outcome, valuing experimentation, creativity and reflection alongside technical skill.
Current Assessment Approaches

Teachers gather evidence through:
· Sketchbooks and design work 
· Practical artistic outcomes 
· Observation of artistic processes 
· Discussion and questioning 
· Evaluation of artwork 
· Use of artistic vocabulary 
· Teacher assessment 

Assessment Considers Pupils' Ability To:
· Apply artistic techniques with increasing control and confidence. 
· Use artistic vocabulary accurately. 
· Generate, develop and refine creative ideas. 
· Explore and experiment with a range of materials and processes. 
· Evaluate artwork and artistic choices. 
· Create purposeful and increasingly sophisticated artistic outcomes. 

Future Development
The school is currently reviewing and refining its approach to assessment across the wider curriculum to ensure consistency, meaningful assessment and clear progression of knowledge and skills. Art and Design assessment will continue to evolve alongside this whole-school curriculum development.


