Religious Education
Vision, Intent and Curriculum Rationale
Curriculum Rationale
Our Religious Education curriculum is designed in line with the Dudley Agreed Syllabus, ensuring full coverage of both the statutory core (Christianity and principal religions) and the wider generic programme of study, including beliefs, stories, worship, identity and ethics. Units are structured as enquiry-led questions to promote curiosity, discussion and deep thinking, while building secure substantive knowledge over time.
The curriculum is sequenced progressively from Year 1 to Year 6. In Key Stage 1, pupils develop foundational understanding through concrete concepts such as belonging, special stories, and simple beliefs about God, with an emphasis on discussion and exploration. In Lower Key Stage 2, pupils begin to make connections between belief and practice, studying a range of religions in greater depth and exploring how beliefs influence actions. In Upper Key Stage 2, pupils engage with more abstract theological and philosophical concepts, including interpretation, morality and evaluation of different worldviews.
Across all year groups, key concepts are revisited and developed, ensuring that pupils build a coherent understanding of religion and belief over time. This cumulative approach reflects the expectations of the Dudley Agreed Syllabus, enabling pupils to know more, remember more and understand more as they progress through the school.
Curriculum Strands
Our curriculum is organised through six recurring concepts:
	Strand
	Focus

	Identity & Belonging
	Exploring who we are and where we belong

	Stories & Sacred Texts
	Understanding religious stories and holy books

	Beliefs about God
	Exploring religious and non-religious beliefs

	Worship & Practice
	Understanding how beliefs are expressed

	Ethics & Values
	Exploring how beliefs influence behaviour

	Worldviews
	Understanding different ways of seeing and interpreting the world





EYFS Foundations for Religious Education
Religious Education in Reception
In Reception, Religious Education is delivered primarily through Understanding the World and Personal, Social and Emotional Development. Children encounter religious stories, celebrations, special places, special books and different communities, providing the foundations for future RE learning.
The curriculum introduces children to a range of religions and beliefs through meaningful experiences, stories, discussions, visitors and celebrations.
EYFS Topic Mapping
	Reception Topic
	RE Learning

	Marvellous Me!
	Family traditions, belonging, special people, talking about what is important to us

	Celebrations
	Harvest, Diwali, Christmas, Nativity story, introduction to Christianity and Hinduism

	Once Upon a Time
	Bible stories and stories from different cultures and traditions

	Let's Grow!
	Easter, special books, signs of new life

	Superheroes
	Eid, kindness, helping others, people who make a difference

	We Are Explorers!
	Church, mosque, temple, communities and similarities and differences


By the End of Reception, Children Will Know:
· Christians celebrate Christmas and Easter. 
· Muslims celebrate Eid. 
· Hindus celebrate Diwali. 
· Different families celebrate different special times. 
· A church, mosque and temple are special places for some people. 
· The Bible and Qur'an are special books for many people. 
· People have different beliefs and traditions. 
· Stories can teach important lessons about how to live. 
· Some people are religious and some people are not.

Religious Education Long-Term Plan
	Year Group ↓ / Term →
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year 1
	Belonging & Identity
What does it mean to belong?

	Christianity (Nativity)
Why is the Nativity story important to Christians?

	Special Books (Sacred Texts)
Why are some books special?

	Islam
What do Muslims believe about God?

	Special Places & Worship
What makes a place special?

	Judaism
What do Jewish people believe about God?


	Year 2
	Beliefs About God
What do different people believe about God?

	Christianity (Jesus)
Why is Jesus important to Christians?

	Sacred Stories
What do stories teach believers?

	Hindu Dharma
What do Hindus believe about God?

	Worship & Prayer
Why do people pray?

	Living a Good Life
How do beliefs help people decide what is right?


	Year 3
	Islam
What do Muslims believe and how does this shape their lives?
	Christianity
What do Christians believe and how is this expressed?

	Religious Scripture
Why are sacred texts important in different religions?
	Hindu Dharma
How do Hindu beliefs influence the way people live?
	Judaism
What do Jewish people believe and how do they live?
	Sikhism
What do Sikhs believe and how is this shown in practice?

	Year 4
	Buddhism
What do Buddhists believe about life and how should it be lived?
	Christianity
How do Christian beliefs shape actions and practices?
	The Bible
Why is the Bible important to Christians?
	Food & Fasting
Why do people use food and fasting in religion?
	People of Faith
How do beliefs influence the lives of individuals?
	Faith Today
How do people express their faith in modern Britain?

	Year 5
	Worship
What is worship and why is it important?
	Religious Scripture
How do sacred texts guide belief and behaviour?
	Commitment
What does it mean to live a life of commitment?
	Jesus the Healer
What do stories of Jesus reveal about belief and meaning?
	Peace
How do religions promote peace? 

	Forgiveness
Why is forgiveness important in religion and life?

	Year 6
	Creation Stories
What do creation stories explain about belief and truth?
	Humanism
How do humanists understand the world and make moral decisions?
	What Matters Most
What values matter most across different worldviews?
	The Crucifixion
Was Jesus’ death part of God’s plan?
	Eternity
What happens when we die?
	Justice & Freedom
Which is more important: justice or freedom?


	Identity & Belonging	Stories & Sacred Texts 	Beliefs about God	Worship & practice	Ethics & Values
Knowledge Progression
	Strand
	KS1
	Lower KS2
	Upper KS2

	Identity & Belonging
	Recognise belonging and identity
	Explain how identity is shaped by belief
	Evaluate the influence of identity and worldview

	Stories & Sacred Texts
	Retell religious stories
	Explain teachings found within sacred texts
	Interpret and evaluate meaning and significance

	Beliefs about God
	Describe beliefs about God
	Compare beliefs across religions
	Analyse similarities, differences and significance

	Worship & Practice
	Recognise religious practices
	Explain how beliefs influence practice
	Evaluate the role and significance of worship

	Ethics & Values
	Identify right and wrong
	Explain how beliefs influence choices
	Evaluate moral and ethical issues

	Worldviews
	Recognise different beliefs
	Compare different worldviews
	Analyse and evaluate differing perspectives



Disciplinary Progression
	KS1
	Lower KS2
	Upper KS2

	Identify
	Describe
	Explain

	Retell
	Compare
	Analyse

	Recognise
	Connect
	Evaluate

	Ask
	Discuss
	Justify

	Respond
	Reflect
	Critique





Vocabulary
Tier 2 Vocabulary Progression
The table below identifies the first introduction of key vocabulary. Vocabulary is not taught in isolation and is revisited regularly through retrieval, discussion, reading and enquiry activities. As pupils progress through the curriculum, previously taught vocabulary is deliberately revisited and applied in new contexts to support long-term retention and increasingly sophisticated understanding.
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Special
	belong
	belief
	influence
	identity
	perspective
	evaluate

	celebration
	important
	respect
	community
	interpret
	justify
	judgement

	different
	similar
	choice
	meaning
	connection
	compare
	evidence

	share
	unique
	explain
	tradition
	difference
	commitment
	ethical

	care
	familiar
	practice
	example
	respond
	consequence
	responsibility

	question
	value
	guide
	impact
	reflect
	significance
	justice



Tier 3 Vocabulary Progression
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	God
	Christianity
	Jesus
	Islam
	Buddhism
	worship
	Humanism

	prayer
	Christian
	sacred
	Muslim
	Buddhist
	scripture
	worldview

	Bible
	Nativity
	synagogue
	Qur'an
	meditation
	commitment
	crucifixion

	church
	Christmas
	Torah
	mosque
	faith
	forgiveness
	eternity

	Eid
	Judaism
	Sabbath
	Hindu Dharma
	enlightenment
	peace
	justice

	Diwali
	symbol
	temple
	Sikhism
	disciple
	morality
	freedom



