Modern Foreign Curriculum Rationale
At Hurst Green Primary School, French is taught as the modern foreign language in Key Stage 2. Through the Language Angels scheme, pupils develop confidence and enjoyment in learning a new language whilst gaining an understanding of different cultures, traditions and ways of life.
The curriculum is carefully sequenced from Year 3 to Year 6, enabling pupils to progressively develop their skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing French. The Language Angels programme provides a structured progression through Early Language, Intermediate and Progressive units, ensuring that pupils revisit and build upon previously taught vocabulary, grammar and language structures over time.
Learning a foreign language helps pupils develop communication skills, curiosity and cultural awareness. Through French, pupils learn to express ideas, ask and answer questions, understand spoken and written language and communicate with increasing confidence and accuracy. They also develop an appreciation of French-speaking cultures and recognise the value of language learning in an increasingly connected world.
French is taught from Year 3 to Year 6 in line with National Curriculum requirements for Modern Foreign Languages. Throughout the curriculum, pupils are encouraged to take risks, practise pronunciation, develop resilience and celebrate success as language learners.
The curriculum aims to foster positive attitudes towards language learning and prepare pupils for further study at secondary school and beyond.
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French Long-Term Plan 
The French curriculum currently follows the Language Angels Academic Teaching Year 1 pathway. Units are carefully sequenced to ensure pupils progressively develop listening, speaking, reading and writing skills whilst building secure foundations in vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation.

	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Early Language
	Early & Intermediate Language
	Early & Intermediate Language
	Intermediate Language

	Phonetics 1
	Phonetics 1–2
	Phonetics 1–2
	Phonetics 1–2

	I Am Learning French
	I Am Able To...
	Seasons
	Presenting Myself

	Animals
	Fruits
	Ice Creams
	My Family

	Instruments
	Vegetables
	Presenting Myself
	The Date

	I Am Able To...
	Presenting Myself
	My Family
	Do You Have a Pet?

	Fruits
	My Family
	At the Tea Room
	My Home





Progression in Modern Foreign Languages:
Across Key Stage 2, pupils progressively develop their ability to understand, communicate and respond in French. Learning moves from simple words and phrases towards increasingly accurate and independent use of language.
	Strand
	Lower KS2
	Upper KS2

	Listening
	Listen to and understand familiar words, phrases and simple sentences.
	Understand longer spoken passages and respond appropriately.

	Speaking
	Repeat words and phrases accurately and answer simple questions.
	Communicate with increasing fluency and confidence.

	Reading
	Recognise familiar vocabulary and read simple sentences.
	Read and understand increasingly complex texts.

	Writing
	Copy and write words and simple sentences using taught vocabulary.
	Write increasingly independently using a range of language structures.

	Grammar
	Develop understanding of nouns, articles and simple sentence structures.
	Apply grammatical knowledge with increasing accuracy and independence.



Disciplinary Progression
	Early Language
	Intermediate Language

	Listen and repeat accurately
	Communicate using familiar language independently

	Recognise familiar vocabulary
	Adapt and apply known language

	Respond to simple questions
	Ask and answer questions confidently

	Read and understand simple text
	Interpret meaning from longer texts

	Write words and short phrases
	Write increasingly independently





Vocabulary Progression
Vocabulary is explicitly taught, revisited and applied throughout the curriculum. Pupils develop increasing confidence in understanding and using French vocabulary through listening, speaking, reading and writing activities.
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Greetings
	Fruits
	Seasons
	Personal Information

	Animals
	Vegetables
	Ice Creams
	Family

	Instruments
	Presenting Myself
	Family
	Dates

	Basic Questions
	Family
	At the Tea Room
	Pets

	Colours & Numbers
	Classroom Language
	Everyday Conversation
	Home



Language Knowledge Progression
	Lower KS2
	Upper KS2

	Greetings and introductions
	Extended conversations

	Basic nouns and articles
	Sentence building

	Simple questions and answers
	Opinions and justifications

	Core classroom language
	Increasing grammatical accuracy

	Familiar vocabulary topics
	Independent communication



Vocabulary is deliberately revisited across multiple units to support long-term retention and increasingly fluent communication.


Assessment in Modern Foreign languages
Assessment is used to identify what pupils know, understand and can do as language learners. Assessment focuses on both substantive knowledge (vocabulary, grammar and language structures) and disciplinary knowledge (the application of listening, speaking, reading and writing skills).
Teachers continually assess pupils' understanding through classroom practice and use assessment information to identify next steps in learning and support progression over time.
Current Assessment Approaches
Teachers gather evidence through:
· Listening activities
· Speaking tasks
· Reading activities
· Written outcomes
· Classroom discussion
· Language Angels assessments
· Teacher assessment
Assessment Considers Pupils' Ability To:
· Understand spoken French.
· Communicate using familiar vocabulary and phrases.
· Read and understand written French.
· Write using taught vocabulary and sentence structures.
· Apply grammatical knowledge appropriately.
· Demonstrate increasing confidence and fluency.
· Use French accurately for a range of purposes.

Future Development
The school is currently reviewing and refining its approach to assessment across the wider curriculum to ensure consistency, meaningful assessment and clear progression of knowledge and skills. French assessment will continue to evolve alongside this whole-school curriculum development.
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