Music Curriculum Rationale
At Hurst Green Primary School, music is designed to inspire creativity, self-expression and a lifelong appreciation of music. Through a broad and engaging curriculum, pupils develop their musical knowledge, skills and understanding whilst experiencing the enjoyment and personal fulfilment that music can bring.
The curriculum follows the Charanga scheme of work and is carefully sequenced from Reception to Year 6. Pupils progressively develop their skills in listening, singing, performing, composing and appraising music whilst building knowledge of musical concepts such as pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics and structure. Through regular opportunities to perform, create and respond to music, pupils develop confidence, creativity and musical understanding.
Music plays an important role in pupils’ personal, social and cultural development. Through studying a wide range of musical styles, genres, traditions and composers, pupils develop an appreciation of music from different cultures, periods and communities. They learn to listen critically, express opinions respectfully and understand how music can communicate ideas, emotions and experiences.
Music is enriched through a wide range of opportunities beyond the classroom, including choir, whole-class violin tuition, Dudley Performing Arts events, Young Voices and local performances. Through Music of the Week and the Charanga Listening Calendar, pupils are exposed to a diverse range of musical styles and traditions, helping to broaden their musical experiences and cultural understanding.
The curriculum aims to develop confident, creative and reflective musicians who are able to participate successfully in musical activities and appreciate the value of music throughout their lives.
Music Strands
	Strand
	Focus

	Listening & Appraising
	Listening to, responding to and evaluating music.

	Singing
	Developing vocal skills, pitch and performance confidence.

	Playing Instruments
	Performing music using tuned and untuned instruments.

	Improvising & Composing
	Creating and developing musical ideas.

	Musical Knowledge
	Understanding pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre and structure.

	Performing
	Sharing music confidently with others.




Music in Reception
Music forms an important part of Expressive Arts and Design within the Early Years Foundation Stage. Through singing, movement, rhythm activities, musical play and exploration of sound, children begin developing the knowledge, skills and confidence that underpin future musical learning.

By the End of Reception Children Will Know
· Twenty nursery rhymes and familiar songs. 
· That music can affect feelings and emotions. 
· That songs can tell stories and paint pictures. 
· That music has a pulse or beat. 
· That sounds can be high or low. 
· That instruments can be used to create and accompany music. 
· That a performance is a way of sharing music. 

By the End of Reception Children Will Be Able To
· Join in with familiar songs and rhymes. 
· Keep a steady pulse. 
· Copy simple rhythm patterns. 
· Explore high and low sounds using voices and instruments. 
· Create simple sound patterns. 
· Sing from memory. 
· Perform confidently to others using voice, movement and instruments



EYFS to KS1 Progression
	EYFS Foundations
	KS1 Development

	Join in with songs and rhymes
	Sing accurately and confidently

	Keep a steady pulse
	Identify and perform rhythm patterns

	Explore sounds and instruments
	Use instruments purposefully

	Create simple sound patterns
	Compose simple musical ideas

	Perform to others
	Perform confidently individually and in groups

	Join in with songs and rhymes
	Sing accurately and confidently




	Year Group
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Reception
	Me!
	My Stories
	Everyone!
	Our World
	Big Bear Funk
	Reflect, Rewind and Replay

	Year 1
	Hey You!
	Rhythm in the Way We Walk and Banana Rap
	In the Groove
	Round and Round
	Your Imagination
	Reflect, Rewind and Replay

	Year 2
	Hands, Feet, Heart
	Ho Ho Ho
	I Wanna Play in a Band
	Zootime
	Friendship Song
	Reflect, Rewind and Replay

	Year 3
	Let Your Spirit Fly
	Glockenspiel Stage 1
	Three Little Birds
	The Dragon Song
	Bringing Us Together
	Reflect, Rewind and Replay

	Year 4
	Mamma Mia
	Glockenspiel Stage 2
	Stop!
	Lean on Me
	Blackbird
	Reflect, Rewind and Replay

	Year 5
	Livin' on a Prayer
	Classroom Jazz 1
	Make You Feel My Love
	The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air
	Dancing in the Street
	Reflect, Rewind and Replay

	Year 6
	Happy
	Classroom Jazz 2
	A New Year Carol
	You've Got a Friend
	Music and Me
	Reflect, Rewind and Replay


Music Long Term Plan



Additional enrichment opportunities include choir, violin tuition, Dudley Performing Arts, Young Voices, Music of the Week and local performances.
Progression in Music:
	Strand
	KS1
	Lower KS2
	Upper KS2

	Listening & Appraising
	Identify how music makes them feel.
	Describe and compare musical features.
	Analyse and evaluate music using musical vocabulary.

	Singing
	Sing simple songs accurately.
	Sing with increasing control and expression.
	Perform confidently and expressively.

	Playing Instruments
	Play simple rhythms and patterns.
	Perform increasingly complex parts.
	Perform accurately and independently.

	Improvising
	Create simple musical ideas.
	Improvise using taught structures.
	Improvise confidently and creatively.

	Composing
	Create simple patterns and sequences.
	Compose short pieces with structure.
	Compose and refine music for different purposes.

	Performing
	Perform to others.
	Perform confidently in groups.
	Present polished performances for audiences.



 


Vocabulary Progression
Music vocabulary is explicitly taught, revisited and applied throughout the curriculum. Through the Charanga scheme, pupils develop increasing confidence in understanding and using musical language when listening, performing, composing and appraising music.
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Pulse
	Groove
	Dynamics
	Structure
	Solo
	Syncopation
	Ostinato

	Rhythm
	Audience
	Tempo
	Verse
	Unison
	Appraising
	Harmony

	Pitch
	Improvise
	Performance
	Chorus
	Notation
	Timbre
	Texture

	High & Low
	Compose
	Melody
	Hook
	Musical Style
	Bass Line
	Structure

	Instrument
	Melody
	Question & Answer
	Riff
	Pentatonic Scale
	Brass Section
	Producer

	Melody
	Bass Guitar
	Reggae
	Synthesizer
	Choreography
	Swing
	Neo Soul

	Perform
	Percussion
	Glockenspiel
	Disco
	Civil Rights & Equality
	Hip Hop
	Urban Gospel



Interrelated Dimensions of Music
These interrelated dimensions of music are revisited throughout the curriculum and underpin pupils' listening, performing, composing and appraising experiences. They provide the foundation for musical understanding from Reception to Year 6.
	Pulse
	Rhythm
	Pitch

	Tempo
	Dynamics
	Timbre

	Texture
	Structure
	Notation




Assessment in Music
Assessment is used to identify what pupils know, understand and can do as musicians. Assessment focuses on both substantive knowledge (musical concepts, vocabulary and understanding) and disciplinary knowledge (performing, composing, listening and appraising).
Teachers continually assess pupils' understanding through participation in lessons and use assessment information to identify next steps in learning and support progression over time.
Current Assessment Approaches
Teachers gather evidence through:
· Singing and performance activities
· Instrumental performance
· Composition tasks
· Listening and appraisal activities
· Discussion and questioning
· Teacher observation
· Recorded performances where appropriate
Assessment Considers Pupils' Ability To:
· Perform with increasing confidence and accuracy.
· Apply musical knowledge and vocabulary appropriately.
· Compose and develop musical ideas.
· Listen to and evaluate music thoughtfully.
· Work collaboratively with others.
· Demonstrate creativity and musical expression.
· Reflect on and improve their own performance.
Future Development
The school is currently reviewing and refining its approach to assessment across the wider curriculum to ensure consistency, meaningful assessment and clear progression of knowledge and skills. Music assessment will continue to evolve alongside this whole-school curriculum development.
